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Title

Investigating Health Equity and Healthcare Needs among Immigrant Women Using the Asscociation Rule Mining Nethod
Abstract

Equitable access to healthcare services is a major concern among immigrant women. Lhus. this study investigated the
relationship between sociceconomic characteristics and healthcare needs among immigrant women in Taiwan. The secondary
data was obtained from "Survey of Foreign and Chinese Spouses' Living Requirements, 2008", which was administered to
5848 immigrant women by the Ministry of the Interior. Taiwan. Additionally. descriptive statistics and significance tests were
used to analyze the data. after which the association rule mining algorithm was applied to determine the relationship between
socioeconomic characteristics and healthcare needs. According to the findings. the top three healthcare needs were providing
medical allowances (52.53%5). child health checkups {16.74%2%). and parental knowledge and pre- and post-natal guldance
(8.31%). Based on the association analysis. the main barrier to the women's healthcare needs was "financial pressure". This
study also found that nationality. socioeconomic status, and duration of residence were associated with such needs, while
health inequality among aged immigrant women was due to economic and physical factors. Finally. the association analysis
found that the women's healthcare problems included economic. socio-cultural. and gender weakness. while "economic
inequality" and "women's health™ were interrelated.

Keyvword

immigrant women:health inequality:healthcare needs;association rule mining algorithm:health policies
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